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Summary. Thermal activation of magnetization is the mechanism proposed
by Neel to explain TRM (thermoiomancnt magnetization) and VRM (viscous
rcmancnt magnetization). Ned's thcoiy is difficult to test because in a small .
constant field, magnetization changes occur only at or near particle blocking
temperatures. By increasing the field, the blocking temperature can be lowered
.to any desired temperature, including room temperature. Isothermal hys-
teresis or demagnetization data, paiticulaily coercive forces, therefore provide
information about thermal fluctuations at temperatures well below the usual
blocking temperatures of low-field TRM or VRM.
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